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SAFETY SHARE 
Contract worker employed by Cementation Inc. 
killed at Newmont gold mine in NV Jan. 11, ‘15 
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SAFETY TAKE AWAY: 
ALWAYS BE AWARE OF  
YOUR SURROUNDINGS 
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SAFETY – IT’S PERSONAL 



Who we are 
Society for Mining, Metallurgy & 

Exploration 
 



Who we are 

• Membership – 15,188 Engineers, Scientists and 
Mining Professionals across the world 

 
• Student Chapters Worldwide 

 
• Financially Strong -Assets $31M & Debt FREE! 

 
• Technical Information and bridge between 

Academia, Industry & Government 
 

• Underground Construction Association 
 

 
 



Who we are 
 
• Record Attendance for Annual Meetings –  
 6,723 in 2014 and 7,800 in 2015 (906 booths) 
 
• Successful SME Regional Conferences  

 
• International Presence-GMPA and OneMine.org 

 
• Active Government and Public Affairs Committee 
 
• Minerals Education Coalition = (GEM + Mii) 
 



 
Total = 15,188 
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  SME Student Membership  
 

• 41 Student Chapters - New in 2014: 
 
 Tehran Polytechnic, Amirkabir, Iran 

 
 National University of Apurmac – Micaela Bastidas, Apurmac, Peru 

 
 The Universidad Nacional De Ingenieria in Lima, Peru 
 
 Federal Univesity of Technology, Akure, Nigeria 

 
 The Universidad Nacional de Altiplano, Puno, Peru 

 
 Stockton College of New Jersey 
  

– 2015 – Several more….     

 



Mining Business Trends 
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Deloitte’s Top 10 Global Issues Facing 
Mining Companies in 2015 

• Back to basics - pursuing      
operational excellence 

• Innovation key to survival-
More than cost control 

• New energy paradigm -
Reducing power project 
costs 

• Dwindling projects – the 
supply/demand tightrope 

• Financing’s disappearing – 
implications across market 

• Survival of the juniors -
Navigating troubled waters 

• Seeking new skillsets -       
new generation of talent 

• Geopolitical uncertainty      
best guess to uncertainty 

• Stakeholder engagement -
balance competing 
interests 

• Engaging government – 
Find new ways to 
communicate & collaborate 
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http://www2.deloitte.com/content/dam/Deloitte/global/Documents/Energy-and-Resources/gx-er-tracking-the-
trends-2015.pdf 



 Vision 
To be the premier resource and advocate for 
the mining community we serve. 

 

SME’S Strategic Plan 
How SME addressing Global Mining Trends 

Mission 
SME serves professionals in the mining 
community and supports the advancement of 
the industry. 
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Strengths/Weaknesses 

STRENGTHS 
• Technical information sharing 
• Staff capability 
• Volunteer commitment 
• Financial strength 
• Diverse organization 
• Strong student chapters 
• Good relationships with 

universities 
• Professional networking 
• Meetings 
• Publications 
• Professional accreditation 

 

WEAKNESSES 

• Connection between 
SME and local chapters 

• US and English centric 
• Not identifying and developing leaders 
• “Good ole boy” perception 
• Branding (internal and external) 
• Marketing 

Member Surveys 
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Opportunity/Threats 
OPPORTUNITIES 
• International member growth 
• Growth among US members both 

traditional and non-traditional 
• Explain the social economic value of 

mining 
• Transition students to full 

membership 
• Use technology to reach 

international members 
• Globalization (Automated language 

translations) 
• Growing demand for peer review 
• Consolidation of societies and 

associations 
• Corporate membership 

THREATS 

• Negative perception 
of mining profession 

• Growing regulation 
• Demographics (fewer people in 

the industry) 
• Industry cycles 
• Pressure on mining schools 
• Loss of specific expertise in 

industry due to retirements 
• Competition among associations 

for members 
• Younger generation interact 

differently 
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Member Surveys 



 

SME  - Changing MINDS about MINES in America  
and the World 

 
And Why is it Important? 

 
 
 



It’s Elemental 



2015 
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2005+/- 
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DEFINING THE OPPOSITION 
A PERSPECTIVE 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Courtesy of Bill Bissett, President, Kentucky Coal Association 

Changing Minds – HOW? 



Courtesy of Bill Bissett, President, Kentucky Coal Association 
 

 Atlanta EPA Hearing – 
7/29/14 



PNC Joins Banks Not 
Financing Mountaintop 

Coal Removal 
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   Coal Free World 
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Pebble Project, Alaska 

The Pebble Project is located in the Bristol Bay Region in 
south-west Alaska, approximately 200 miles from Anchorage.  
 
It is a green field project based on a copper-gold-
molybdenum porphyry deposit, which is considered to be 
the largest deposit of its kind in the world. 

EPA 
OPPOSING 
PROJECT 
BEFORE 
PERMITS 
SUBMITTED 
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Sierra Club 
• 2.4 million members. 
• “…. is the oldest, largest, and most 

influential grassroots environmental 
organization in the United States.” 

• Sierra Club’s Beyond Coal 
Campaign 

• Coal plant countdown 
 

• Now Beyond Oil & 
Natural Gas 
Campaigns 
 



Coal - 454 businesses drop 
support for WildEarth 

Guardians after New Belgium 
debacle in Craig 

Some businesses listed said they never gave 
anything to the group responsible for a lawsuit 
that put Colowyo Coal Mine at risk of closing.  
 
The Craig Daily Press published its first story 
about local liquor stores and restaurants pulling 
New Belgium and Breckenridge Brewery beer on 
June 8, and shortly thereafter, WildEarth 
Guardians staff deleted its webpage called 
“Businesses for Guardians.”  



Public hearing held in Lexington to discuss 
proposed Stream Protection Rule 

 

27 

Thursday, September 10, 2015 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Tuesday, September 15, 2015 
Big Stone Gap, VA 
 
 

Thursday, September 10, 2015 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Thursday, September 17, 2015 
Charleston, WV 



So………. 
 

How can SME Help? 
 

Current Initiatives 
 examples 
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Current Initiatives Education 

Mining Engineers - BS/MS Graduate Count from 
Accredited U.S. Program (1974-2013)
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The proposed actions are two-fold:   
1. 4-year graduate fellowship for Ph.D. students ($60K/yr) 
2. Career Grants intended to assist new faculty. ($100k/yr) 

Current Initiatives: 
Education Sustainability 
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Current Initiatives: 
Health & Safety 

• Board started H&S Committee under the 2013 presidency of Dr. 
Jessica Elzea Kogel 
 

• Committee’s core purpose is to be the primary resource and 
advocate for mine safety and health. 
 

• Endorsed NMA’s                                   program  
 

• 2015 SME created Health and Safety Division 
to increase emphasis & develop programming 
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Mining & Sustainability 

32 



Government Relations and Public Affairs Committee 
• Goal appropriate, accurate, timely, fact-based 

technical information 
• Provide peer reviewed technical briefing papers 
• Panel over 500  experts – SCIENTIFIC INTEGRITY 
• Academics, Industry, Consultants, Government 
• Congressional testimony from unbiased experts 
• Influenced SEC to revise IG-7 
• Encourage local government interaction by members   

 
 

 
 
 

Current Initiatives: 
GPAC 
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SME’s Board approved funding for a Congressional 
Fellowship for Mining to be located in Washington, D.C. 
2014-’15 
 
• Only mining-related Fellow in D.C. 
• Dr. Josh Hoffman, P.E. - University of Kentucky 
• House Natural Resources Committee’s Subcommittee 

on Energy and Mineral Resources 
• Kevin Ashley, P.E. selected for next year 

Current Initiatives: GPAC 
Congressional Fellowship 
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Regional and Topical Conferences 

• MINNESOTA AND FLORIDA SECTION MEETINGS 
 TO BE MANAGED BY SME STAFF IN 2015 
 

• CURRENT TRENDS IN MINING FINANCE SYMPOSIUM - NYC 
 

• FOX CONFERENCE FOR TUNNELING PROFESSIONALS - NYC 
  
• NORTH AMERICAN TUNNELING CONFERENCE (NAT) 

 
• APPALACHIAN RESEARCH INITIATIVE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 

SCIENCE (ARIES) PITTSBURGH SEPT 
 

• WORLD TUNNELING CONGRESS (WTC) SAN FRANCISCO, APRIL 
24-28, 2016 – 3000 EXPECTED 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



•Twitter @smecommunity 

•Facebook  

•LinkedIn 
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Current Initiatives: 
Social Media 
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SME Foundation Update 
 

 
• Creating Global Prosperity: The Campaign for 

Mining - $1.6 Million in Annual Gifts 
 

• Foundation Assets have over $4.0 Million 2014 
 
• 84 Engineers Took the PE Exam in 2013 
 
• MEC Completed 12 Outreach Events 

 
• Mining in Society Merit Badge 
 
 
 



Boy Scout Mining in Society 
Merit Badge 

First 49 recipients at SME Annual 
Meeting Feb. 26, 2014 
 
3519 in 2014 

2013 Jamboree Bechtel Summit Reserve, WV 
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Boy Scout Jamboree Site 
The Summit  

(What’s Next?) 



Be an Activist for Mining 

So………. 
How can YOU Help? 

• Get engaged with outreach 
• Use the SME tools 
• Use Social Media 
• Talk to your friends and neighbors 
• Get involved Politically 
• Leverage Free Publicity (use the Press) 
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Tell the Story of Mining 



Another View –  
Possibilities Mining Creates 



FL Phosphate Mines  



Mosaic’s Streamsong Golf 
& Conference Resort 

 



What does your activism 
mean to you? 
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So, Who has their head in 
the sand? 

46 
Environmental Groups Snatch Defeat From The Jaws Of Victory  Daily Caller 10/16/2014  



Education 

Health & Safety 

Mining & Sustainability 

Local Sections 

Global Outreach 

Communications 

PUBLIC PERCEPTION 
47 
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