
Division of Abandoned Mine Lands
Department of Natural Resources

Governor Andy Beshear
Energy and Environment Cabinet – Secretary Rebecca Goodman

Department for Natural Resources – Commissioner Gordon Slone

Division of AML – Director Justin Adams



To serve and protect the health, safety, and property of citizens and enhance the environment of 
the Commonwealth affected by historic coal mining as defined in the Surface Mining Control and 

Reclamation Act.
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Mission



Vision
The Division’s commitment to the 
Commonwealth is to provide comprehensive 
service to the citizens negatively impacted by 
historic coal mining; support innovative and 
sustainable economic benefits to 
revitalize communities; provide potable drinking 
water to negatively impacted coalfield 
communities; enhance the environment through 
reclamation and restoration of land and water 
resources



AML Funding and 
Programs
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• Original AML grant program established in SMCRA

• Fluid funding amounts based on historic mining and current mining

• $9,000,000.00 current annual funding average

• Abatement of Historic Mining Hazards

Regular AML Grant

• Part of the IIJA federal law

• $74,252,680.00 per year for 15 years

• Abatement of Historic Mining Hazards 

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)

• Annually voted upon by Congress, from general funds

• Distributed in grants to applicants selected by the Cabinet Secretary

• Appalachian Counties only

• $25,000,000.00 average award to distribute for grants

• Community Economic Revitalization and Reclamation

AMLER Grants



AML Efforts

Investigation
Researching and 

documenting reported 
hazards across the 

coalfields

AML/BIL 
Reclamation

Abatement of mining 
related hazards

Bond Forfeiture
Reclamation of defunct 

permits
Waterlines & AMD

Treatment of impacted 
waterways and 

collaborative efforts to 
provide drinking water to 

communities

AMLER Grants
Management of Economic 

Development grants for 
Eastern Coalfield 

communities
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AML Sites



AML Reclamation

An example of an AML 
installed Concrete Retaining 
Wall. Note the residential 
seeding in the yard area.



AML Reclamation

An example of an AML 
installed Type II Non-
reinforced Concrete Block 
Wall with backfill.



AML Reclamation

An example of an AML 
installed Drainage Culvert 
with Dense Grade Aggregate 
backfill.



AML Reclamation

An example of an AML Installed 
Gabion Ditch with uneven side 
heights and a Concrete Block Tied 
Mat ditch intersecting the 
drainage.
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Forfeiture Sites



AMD Projects
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Waterline Projects
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AMLER Projects



AML Statistics
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Thank you!

Kentucky 

Division of 

Abandoned Mine Lands
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