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AML Origins / Mission

• The Kentucky AML program emerged as a 
result of the Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act (SMCRA) of 1977. AML 
programs are addressed in Title IV of this act
• AML’s Mission it to abate hazards to public 
health, safety, and the environment caused by 
coal mining that occurred prior to May 18, 1982 



Funding for AML

100% federally funded, state-implemented
• Federal government AML Trust Fund
 coal operators pay tonnage extraction 

fee
• Funds distributed annually to states and 

Indian tribes through a grant process
• Distribution of funds is based on a formula 

that considers both historic coal production 
and current production



Office Coverage & Locations



AML Division Programs 
• AML Grant Program
• Bond Forfeiture Program
• AML Economic & Community Development 

Pilot Program



AML Grant
• Investigations

– Citizen requests for investigations 
– determination of AML eligibility 

• Reclamation Projects
– Design
– Bid 
– Hazard abatement

• Emergency Response
– AML took over the emergency 

program from OSMRE

• Waterline Program
– Fund water supply replacement projects in coalfield areas 

• Acid Mine Drainage Program
– Grant funding has established an AMD account for long-term 

treatment and maintenance of AMD sites



• LANDSLIDES

• MINE OPENINGS

• HIGHWALLS

• COAL REFUSE 

Typical AML problems in Kentucky
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Regional Awards - Honors the best projects 
from around the country 

Roger Cornett Slide 
Division of Abandoned Mine Lands 

Kentucky Department for Natural Resources 
Interior Region 1 

On a rainy Friday night in April 2018, 
Kentucky received a call from a resident 

concerned about a sudden landslide near his 
home, his rental properties, and a neighbor’s 
house. The landslide brought down tons of 

mud, trees, and old coal, threatening people’s 
lives and property. Kentucky’s quick response 

abated the threats to the residents and the safety 
of their property. 



Acid Mine Drainage
Lower Rock Creek Project



Waterline Replacement Program

• AML determines whether agency-eligible, pre-
1982 mining has negatively impacted 
groundwater in Kentucky’s rural coalfield 
counties

• Provides the citizens of the Commonwealth with 
access to clean, safe water supply by extending 
waterlines into the affected communities



Impacted ground water & home usage



Bond Forfeiture Program
(Bankruptcies, Revelations and the end times)

• Responsible for reclaiming permits deemed forfeited 
by DMRE

• Evaluates forfeited permits for reclamation efforts, 
inventorying site liabilities and developing cost 
estimates

• Designs, bids and inspects reclamation projects for 
forfeited permits.

• AML is in great need of Contractors with reclamation 
experience. AML has Contractor information pamphlet 
that will walk you through the process



Forfeited Permits (T&T in Leslie Co.)





AML Enhancement Rule 
Project in Estill County



AML Economic & Community 
Development Pilot Program

• In the Omnibus Appropriations Bill for Fiscal Year 2016 signed by the  
President, three Appalachian States were designated to receive an 
additional $30 million dollars per state as part of a Pilot Project for economic 
revitalization. These supplemental grants for Pennsylvania, West Virginia 
and Kentucky are for reclamation of AML sites in conjunction with economic 
and community development and reuse goals.

•

Kentucky has or will receive
2016 - $30 million
2017 - $25 million
2018 - $25 million
2019 - $25 million

Through the efforts of Governor Bevin, Congressman Rogers and Senator McConnell 
Kentucky will receive a total of $105 million dollars for the AML Pilot Program



AML received more than 42 
applications for the 2016 pilot 
with a total ask of $142 million.
After review, nine grantees were 
selected for inclusion in the Pilot 
Program.

2016 AML Pilot Program
Grant Recipients



• Located in Bell County
• $12.5 million grant awarded
• Estimated $32 million dollar investment in total
• Create a wildlife viewing area with elk as the primary attraction, a state of 

the art visitor and learning center
• Located on a 12,000-acre tract of land

AML Pilot Project:
Appalachian Wildlife Center



• Located in Pike County, City of Pikeville
• $5.0 million grant awarded
• Construction of a 60,000 square foot spec building at the Pikeville 

Industrial park.  The building will demonstrate what the site has to offer 
potential businesses and be the cornerstone of development in the park.

AML Pilot Project:
Kentucky Enterprise Industrial Park 

Spec Building



• Located in Johnson County
• $2.5 million grant awarded
• Computer Numeric Controlled (CNC) skills training program for up to 100 

students per year to be certified by the National Institute of Metalworking 
Skills for CNC Machinists in conjunction with HAAS Automation Inc.

AML Pilot Project:
eKentucky Advanced

Manufacturing Institute



• Located in Breathitt County
• $1.95 million dollar grant awarded
• Construction of a campground and installation of waterline in an existing 

elk viewing development / ATV trail head.  Efforts to spur future 
development of cabins and other adventure tourism related businesses.

AML Pilot Project:
South Fork Elk View 

Waterline and Campground



They are mine sites.



Appalachian Wildlife Center



Marion Branch Industrial Park





East-park Industrial Site, future home of Braidy Industries









AML is in need of 
Contractors for both AML 

Projects and Bond 
Forfeiture Projects. 
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