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DMRE MISSION STATEMENT

“The Kentucky Division of Mine Reclamation and Enforcement (DMRE) 
ensures that mining and reclamation activities are conducted in an 

environmentally conscientious manner that protects the citizen’s of the 
Commonwealth while sustaining jobs.  DMRE is responsible for inspection 

and enforcement activities as they relate to the implementation of the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA) of 1977, the 

permitting and regulation of non-coal mining, and the licensing, training, 
inspection, and enforcement of blasting and explosives across the State.”



DMRE THIS YEAR

Coal Program
• Inspection activity
• Enforcement trends
• Extensions beyond 90 days
• Bond Release

Non-Coal Program
• Permitting trends
• Enforcement 

Explosives and Blasting Program
• Flyrocks across the state 

• Bond Forfeiture
• Citizen’s Request for Inspection (CRI’s)
• OSMRE Oversight



COAL PROGRAM: INSPECTION ACTIVITY

 DMRE continues to observe a 
decrease in total inspectable units 
across the state.
 As of August 2020, Kentucky has 61 permits 

in AP status (actively producing).

 This time last year, Kentucky had 101 
permits in AP status.

 This is nearly a 40 percent decrease in 
the number of AP status permits.

 Kentucky has 1,383 inspectable units as of 
August 2020.



COAL PROGRAM: INSPECTION ACTIVITY

 DMRE personnel within the coal program 
conducted 17,297 inspections during Fiscal Year 
2020.

 11,415 partial inspections

 5,882 complete inspections

 Inspection frequency remained high at 99.55%.

 Precautions were taken so that inspections continued 
throughout COVID closures.

 DMRE has 58 inspection staff as of August 2020.



COAL PROGRAM:  ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY

 Approximately 25 to 30 percent of permits 
are currently in a stage of bankruptcy. 

 DMRE has observed a more than 50 percent 
increase in the number of non-compliances 
issued when comparing FY2019 to FY2020.

 Cessation Orders have increased by nearly 
230 percent for the same period.

 Most common performance standards are:
 Water monitoring

 Sediment ponds

 Impoundments



COAL PROGRAM:  ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY



COAL PROGRAM:  ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY



COAL PROGRAM:  ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY



 If the remedial measures of a non-compliance have not
been performed and the non-compliance has not been 
abated within the required timeframe, then an extension 
may be requested. 

 405 KAR 12:020 Section 2 Subsection 2 (b) (1-4) identifies 
the following reasons or conditions in which a non-
compliance may be extended beyond ninety (90) days: 
 Awaiting approval of a permitting action
 Pending valid judicial order
 Labor strike
 Unfavorable climatic conditions (weather)

COAL PROGRAM:  EXTENSIONS 
BEYOND 90 DAYS



COAL PROGRAM:  EXTENSIONS BEYOND 90 DAYS



 Permittees need to continue to pursue 
bond release on idled jobs.

 Dollar amounts released and acres 
released have continued to decline over 
recent years.

 This is anticipated as coal production 
continues to decline.

COAL PROGRAM:  BOND RELEASE



COAL PROGRAM:  BOND RELEASE



COAL PROGRAM:  BOND RELEASE



 Bond forfeitures are expected to increase over the coming months and years.
 DMRE has received training from Division of Abandoned Mine Lands staff to conduct reclamation 

cost estimates.
 Staff have conducted hundreds of cost estimates to date.

COAL PROGRAM: BOND FORFEITURE



COAL PROGRAM: BOND FORFEITURE



 The number of CRI’s received in recent 
years continues to increase.
 Peaks are observed generally corresponding with 

extended periods of wet weather.

 Complexity of investigations continues to 
increase.
 In addition to the hydrologists in Frankfort, Hazard 

and Pikeville regional offices now have specialized 
personnel dedicated to complex hydrologic 
investigations.

 This is improving response times and quality of 
investigations.

COAL PROGRAM: CITIZEN’S 
REQUEST FOR INSPECTION



COAL PROGRAM:  CITIZEN’S REQUEST FOR INSPECTION



COAL PROGRAM: OSMRE OVERSIGHT TOPICS FOR EY2020

Appalachian Regional Studies
• Regional review of blasting activities
• CHIA Review Phase II
• Review of Impoundments, Phase II

Lexington Field Office Studies
• Budget, Staffing, and Inspection Frequency
• Industry Compliance
• Off-Site Impact Report
• Bioassessment of Streams in the Eastern KY 

Coal field 

• Long Term Treatment Inventory
• REG-8 Customer Service Study
• Forfeiture Reclamation Study
• Post Mining Land Use Study



COAL PROGRAM: OSMRE TEN DAY NOTICES (TDN’S)



DMRE
COAL INSPECTION 
REGIONS



NON-COAL PROGRAM: PERMIT REVIEW AND ENFORCEMENT
 The Non-Coal Review Section of the Division of Mine Reclamation and Enforcement (DMRE) permits, 

regulates and enforces the surface mining reclamation laws and regulations for non-coal mining sites in the 
State. 

 Non-coal mining includes:

 Limestone, dolomite, sand, gravel, clay, fluorspar, tar sands or rock asphalt, shale, surface effects of dredging river sand and
gravel, and other vein minerals.



NON-COAL PROGRAM:  PERMIT REVIEW AND ENFORCEMENT

 As of FY2020:

 250 non-coal permits in 
Kentucky

 Appr. 40,645 total 
permitted acres 

 1,495 inspections 
conducted

 2 violations issued

 10 citizen complaints 
investigated



NON-COAL PROGRAM: PERMITS



EXPLOSIVES AND BLASTING PROGRAM

 Responsible for the inspection and 
enforcement of the use of explosives in 
Kentucky.  

 This includes the following:

 Building demolition

 Mining

 Road construction

 As of June 2020, the Blasting Program 
had investigated 66 blasting complaints.

 Eleven (11) blasting trainings have been 
held to date.



EXPLOSIVES AND BLASTING PROGRAM: FLYROCKS



CONCLUSION

Jim Ward, Director
Division of Mine Reclamation and Enforcement
502-782-2897
Jim.Ward@ky.gov

Kevin Hembree,  Assistant Director
Division of Mine Reclamation and Enforcement
502-782-6738
Kevin.Hembree@ky.gov
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