
UK Professional Engineers in Mining
2020



The mission of the Division of Mine Permits is 
to protect human health and the environment 

from adverse effects of coal mining and 
reclamation operations.  This is accomplished 
by evaluating mining and reclamation plans 
and issuing only those permits that meet the 

standards established under the federal 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act 

(SMCRA) of 1977.
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 90% of DMP employees are currently 
telecommuting. 

 Business continues as usual, except no face to 
face meetings.  

 Average delinquent rate is at a 5 year low.



YEAR REGION NEW APP 
RECEIVED

PRODUCING 
PERMITS SURFACE TONS UNDERGROUND 

TONS 
TOTAL REGION 

TONNAGE 
YEAR TOTAL 
TONNAGE 

2017 East 20 162 8,286,163.09 10,888,339.03 19,174,502.12 

West 1 13 2,118,626.02 21,492,653.85 23,611,279.87 42,785,781.99 

2018 East 26 152 8,341,194.44 9,509,227.97 17,850,422.41 

West 3 15 769,057.98 22,152,542.79 22,921,600.77 40,772,023.18 

2019 East 65 140 5,955,777.57 7,718,701.08 13,674,478.65

West 11 13 607,724.43 21,039,338.10 21,647,062.53 35,321,541.18

2020 East 38 82 1,924,921.38 2,224,634.09 4,149,555.47

West 6 7 145,589.56 6,970,264.99 7,115,854.55 11,265,410



Over the past year DMP has been focused on technical review staff training:

Internal Trainings:
o Internal roads v/s permitting of roads
o Map nomenclature and feature identification
o Rough grading (when is it allowable)
o Impractical and unreasonable Post Mining Lane Use (PMLU)
o Valid Existing Rights (VER) for roads
o Environmental Scientist boot camp (refresher & new hires)
o Long Term Treatment (LTT) bonding calculations and field verification
o Administrative Review requirements
o Map import procedures for file scanning

External Trainings/OSMRE Training Sessions:
o AR States Grant Writing Workshop (PA)
o Long Term Treatment financial assurance (WV)



 DMP has made substantial progress in its efforts to digitize and index 
historical hardcopy SMCRA permit files.  

 Project began in late 2018 and since that time over 1000 individual 
permits have been prepped, scanned, indexed, and imported into the 
KYDNR document management system.  

 Individual permits are often several volumes and thousands of pages that 
require careful attention and knowledge of the KYDNR filing 
nomenclature.  

 This project will take several years to complete.  



 January 2018 OSMRE approved KY’s program amendment 
increasing reclamation bond amounts, but did NOT approve the 
regulations pertaining to LTT bond calculations.

 Under the new LTT bond regulations the 20 year multiplier 
changed to a 25 multiplier for annual costs, plus initial and 
subsequent capital costs.

 Combined annual costs (x25) and capital costs are then modeled 
utilizing a reasonable rate of investment return, inflation, and 
trust related expenses to ensure that treatment can continue in 
perpetuity (75 years) should the bond forfeit.  

 OSMRE is currently reviewing the LTT program amendments and 
DMP provided sample calculations to demonstrate the 
effectiveness of the calculation and economic model.  



 405 KAR 10:015 Section 8



 SMIS is dead.  Long live web SMIS!  
 The new SMIS is currently being utilized 

throughout the Cabinet and industry.
 The new web version of SMIS is available at 

the following link: 
http://smis.ky.gov/smis.web/



 In late 2019 the Cabinet rolled out a web-
based version of DocTree.  

 The new DocTree is currently being utilized 
throughout the Cabinet and an outward 
facing public version is in the wors.

 In the future, DMP will be eliminating 
Microsoft access forms.  DocTree will be an 
outward facing version for live public 
access.
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 In late 2019 the Cabinet rolled out a web-
based version of DocTree.  

 The new DocTree is currently being utilized 
throughout the Cabinet and an outward 
facing public version is in the works.

 In the future, DMP will be eliminating 
Microsoft access forms and replaced by web 
based forms.  DocTree will be an outward 
facing version for live public access.





 DMP has had several staffing changes over the past year.

 Gary Gilliam retired after 20+ years as an Environmental 
Engineering Consultant.  

 Paul Sainato has taken over his duties of reviewing slurry 
related applications and coal waste impoundments.

 Martie Riddle, Bonding has retired; the new agency contact 
person for bonding is Lainey Hamon, email: 
Lainey.Hamon@ky.gov .

mailto:Lainey.Hamon@ky.gov


 Revelation/Blackjewel
 Cambrian
 Murray Energy
 Rhino Energy/CAM
 Ember Energy
 Hartshorne 
 Corbin Mining
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